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Hello MMHCA Bridging Initiative counseling student,

We hope you found the information in last month's Bridging edition beneficial. If you have not
already, please visit our Bridging Initiative landing page on the MMHCA site to see the videos
and additional resources that were included in last month's issue. We welcome your ideas and
feedback. 

This month’s issue will focus on completing the State of Michigan Professional Counseling
Licensing Application for Limited License Professional Counselors (LLPC). In addition to
providing our traditional resources this month, our Bridging Initiative interns will be offering
their perspectives on preparing their applications. Detailing what their thoughts were
completing the application, questions that arose, and what it was like to be at this step after
completing the academic requirements. Visit our Bridging Initiative landing page for a
breakdown of the application process from our MMHCA President, Dr. Katherine E. James. 

As always, we welcome your ideas and feedback on topics that you would like to see included in
the Bridging newsletters. We hope you find the content valuable. If there are topics of interest
that you’d like to see us cover, please feel free to reach out to us at Mmhcabi@gmail.com.
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Welcome
MMHCA
Students!

READING SUGGESTIONS
Building Your Ideal Private Practice: A Guide for Therapists and

Other Healing Professionals 
by 

Lynn Grodzki

http://mmhca.org/bridging-initiative/
http://mmhca.org/bridging-initiative/


PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR LICENSE APPLICATION

It feels like yesterday that I walked into orientation for students beginning the Masters of Counseling program in the fall of
2019. I was nervous and excited, unsure of the road ahead. Fast forward to today, I am one month away from completing my
final requirements and preparing my application for submission to the State of Michigan. 

As I sat down to complete the application at a first scan it seemed relatively straightforward. The application asks for basic
things; contact information, school and degree information, and has a few questions on character. Then comes the professional
disclosure. Thankfully a requirement of one of my courses required us to create a draft of the disclosure. As I reviewed the
document I created in class, I felt a little more pressure to “get it right”. Some of the things required to be included are similar
to the actual application itself, contact information, educational background, but the requirement around the description of
your practice and determining a price needed some additional thought.

How do you summarize the work you hope to do with others? The passion that you have for work? How do you set a price that
is fair and reasonable, but also inclusive of our education and the work we do to be with clients?

As you prepare to complete your application, I would encourage everyone to take time and sit with it? What do you want on
record for the work that you do? After all, any updates require a new disclosure to be submitted to the State of Michigan. It can
be tempting to throw words on the paper just to finish it but after dedicating all this time to this degree, all these hours – it is
worth the extra thought to explain why and how you do, what we’ve all been working to obtain over the last 2 years. 

Happy writing!

CAMILLE REFLECTIONS
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- Student members, be on the lookout for monthly email connections -

COMMENTS/SUGGESTIONS? 

MMHCABI@GMAIL.COM

Your name, business address, and telephone number (If not currently employed provide your name, address, and telephone
number as shown on your application)
A description of your practice 
A description of your education and experience 
The fee you charge your clients or a statement if you do not charge a fee
Must include information where clients can file a complaint regarding your counseling services to the Michigan Department of
Licensing and Regulatory Affairs

The application for your counseling license can be found here or by visiting the Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory
Affairs (LARA) page dedicated to the Michigan Board of Counseling. The Michigan Board of Counseling website provides the most
up-to-date information on topics related to practice requirements in the state of Michigan. This should always be your source of truth
and should be visited on a regular basis to check for any updates. 

 
In addition to your transcripts and completed application, the State of Michigan requires that all counselors complete a Professional
Disclosure Statement. Current requirements for the disclosure can be found below but remember to always visit LARA’s website for
the most updated information. One highlight, for the limited counselor license, the name and license number of your counseling
supervisor must be included in your disclosure statement, we'll be covering this topic more in next month's newsletter.

Requirements of the Professional Disclosure Statement as detailed in the application (as of July 18, 2021):
 

1.

2.
3.
4.
5.

 DANIELLE APPLICATION REFLECTIONS

Before getting to the actual application, I had to gather the nerve to print it out. For me, and those of you who are like me, having
the paper in hand for things I have to complete, (i.e., syllabi for my classes, applications, etc.) makes real the weight of their
responsibility. Many people count themselves out before ever having the opportunity to succeed. Printing the application,
completing the requirements, and submitting the documents meant I was on the road to becoming something greater. And if I'm
being honest, that scares me that people will count on me to help them become healthier, more well rounded versions of
themselves. I will be responsible for helping them journey through the things in life that have had them stuck for years. But how
am I to help others along their healing paths when I, too, feel stuck at times? I will tell you how: one task, one transcript, one
disclosure statement, one Certification of Counseling form from your school, one passed exam, one completed Counseling work
experience form (for those who are dropping the ‘L’), one fear conquered at a time, and telling that fear that it has no place here.
With every conquered fear I am more ready, willing, and able to help you conquer yours. 

You got this. WE got this!

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/Application_for_Counselor_License_Nov_2016_540455_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/lara/0,4601,7-154-89334_72600_72603_27529_27536---,00.html

